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135 
toll lanes below : 
ground level 


The $8.1B 3-level design 
through Austin’s core is 
similar to Dallas’ 1-635. 


By Ben Wear 
bwear@statesman.com 


Texas officials are doubling 
down — way down — on their 
plans to add toll lanes to Inter- 
state 35 through Austin. 

A couple of years after pitch- 
ing the idea of adding one toll 
lane in each direction, highway 
officials are now talking about 
adding two lanes with MoPac- 
style variable tolls to each side 
of I-35 from Round Rock to Buda 
and channeling those lanes well 
below ground level through much 
of Central Austin. 


SPORTS, Cl 


EPIC VICTORY 
PUTS ASTROS 
ON BRINK OF 
SERIES CROWN 


plan adds 


That long-range plan, 
announced Monday, would 
include eliminating the upper 
deck that runs between Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Airport bou- 
levards, replacing those two free 
lanes on each side with added 
freeway lanes tucked under the 
frontage lanes. The next level 
down would contain the toll lanes. 

This complex three-level design 
through Austin’s core, which 
officials have dubbed the Capi- 
tal Express, would be similar to 
what the Texas Department of 
Transportation did recently with 
Interstate 635 in Dallas. Driv- 
ers in the lower level are not in 
a tunnel, but in the bottom of a 
double-decker road with strips 


1-35 continued on A8 


New plans eliminate the upper deck between Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Airport boulevards with freeway lanes under the frontage lanes. The 
next level down would have tolls. RICARDO B. BRAZZIELL / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


TRANSGENDER BAN 


Transgender troop 
ban halted by judge 


Service members were 
likely to win their suit 
over policy, judge rules. 


By David Crary 
and Jessica Gresko 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A federal judge 
Monday barred President Don- 
ald Trump’s administration from 
proceeding with plans to exclude 
transgender people from mili- 
tary service. 

U.S. District Judge Colleen Kol- 
lar-Kotelly ruled that the trans- 
gender service members who 
had sued over Trump’s policy 


t TRAVELEXTRA — -- 


A BONUS SECTION FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS 


WALKING TOURS AWAIT 
N ITALY'S ANCENT CTY 


were likely to win their lawsuit. 
She directed a return to the situ- 
ation that existed before Trump 
announced his new policy this 
summer, saying the administra- 
tion had provided no solid evi- 
dence for why a ban should be 
implemented. 

Trump had ordered a rein- 
statement of the long-standing 
policy that barred transgender 
individuals from joining the mili- 
tary; service members who were 
revealed to be transgender were 
subject to discharge. Under Pres- 
ident Barack Obama, that policy 
was changed last year to allow 


Transgender continued on A8 


ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
Travel Extra section 
in today’s ePaper 


Explore extra pages of travel 
coverage, available only to 
subscribers at statesman.com/ 
epaper. 
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HALLOWEEN NIGHT 


RUSSIA INVESTIGATION 


2 charged, 1 pleads 
in Russia | inquiry 


ALL TREATS, 
NO TRICKS 


Rain could dampen Halloween night, B1 
Your cute kid, pet photos from Halloweens past, D1 


Paul Manafort, former campaign manager for President Donald Trump, leaves federal court in 
Washington, D.C., on Monday. Manafort and another Trump campaign associate were indicted Monday in 
the first actions brought by special counsel Robert Mueller. ALEX BRANDON / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Men are former Trump campaign aides. 


THE 
CHARGES 


E 
Manafort 
Pleaded 
not guilty to 
conspiracy 
against U.S. 


Gates 
Pleaded 
not guilty to 
conspiracy 
against U.S. 


Papa- 
dopoulos 
Pleaded 
guilty to lying 
to the FBI, is 
cooperating 
with 
prosecutors. 


NATION & WORLD, A2 
Saudis to allow women 
togotosports events 


The announcement opens three 
stadiums to women for the first 
time, another sign of crown 
prince’s liberalization reforms. 
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By Matt Zapotosky, ALSO INSIDE 
Rosalind S. Helderman 
and Carol D. Leonnig 


Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — A former cam- 
paign adviser to President Don- 
ald Trump has pleaded guilty 
to lying to the FBI about his 
contacts with Russians, special 
counsel Robert Mueller said 
Monday, while former cam- 
paign manager Paul Manafort 
and Manafort’s business part- 
ner pleaded not guilty to felony 
charges of conspiracy against 
the United States and other 
counts. 

The guilty plea by former 
adviser George Papadopoulos 
marked the first criminal case 
that cites interactions between 
Trump campaign associates 
and Russian intermediaries 
during the 2016 presidential 
campaign. The developments 
ushered Mueller’s sprawling 
investigation into a new phase 
with felony charges and pos- 
sible prison sentences for key 
members of the Trump team 
including Manafort, who led 
the campaign during critical 
months, and Rick Gates, a cam- 
paign aide. 

Court papers also revealed 
that Papadopoulos was told 
about the Russians possessing 
“dirt” on Democrat Hillary Clin- 
ton in the form of “thousands 
of emails” on April 26, 2016, 


limited.” 


clude “soon.” 


NATION & WORLD, A4 
Stormrips Northeast; 
1.5 million lose power 


Hurricane-force winds and 
soaking rains pummel New 
England, felling trees and leading 
to a state of emergency in Maine. 


» Indictments pressure con- 
gressional investigations, A5 
» Manafort may have to give 
up NY., D.C.-area homes, A6 
» Rick Gates has followed in 
Manafort’s footsteps, A6 

» Democratic lobbyist resigns 
over firm’s Manafort ties, A6 


well before it became public 
that the Democratic National 
Committee and Clinton cam- 
paign Chairman John Podes- 
ta’s emails had been hacked. 
Papadopoulos has been 
cooperating with investigators, 
according to court papers, a 
potentially ominous sign for 
others in the Trump orbit who 
might be implicated by his state- 
ments. Papadopoulos’ lawyers 
hinted strongly in a statement 
Monday that their client has 
more testimony to provide. 
During the daily press brief- 
ing, White House Press Secre- 
tary Sarah Sanders downplayed 
Papadopoulos’ role in the cam- 
paign, saying it was “extremely 


“He was not paid by the cam- 
paign,” Sanders said, adding 
later: “Any actions that he took 
would have been on his own.” 

She said the White House has 
had “indications” that Muel- 
ler’s investigation would con- 


Mueller continued on A5 


WHITE HOUSE 
REACTION 


President 
Trump 
tweeted 
that the 
allegations 
against 
Manafort 
were ‘years 
ago, and 
insisted 
there 

was ‘no 
collusion’ 
between 
his 
campaign 
and Russia. 
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